News
NEWS UPDATE IN BRIEF

■ APRA Europe General Assembly 2022
The Board of Directors invites all members to attend the 4th Ordinary General
Assembly of the members of APRA Europe AISBL. Since Rematec was cancelled
it will be held fully online on
Wednesday, 15 June 2022, 16:00-18:00 CEST.
Login information will be provided ahead of the General Assembly.
Members have received a convening notice, agenda and relevant annexes by
email.
Please declare your participation until 8 June 2022: info@apraeurope.org
■ We welcome our new members since the previous newsletter edition
- FD Hengstenberg (Germany)
- FIR - Associazione Italiana Rettificatori e Meccatronici Qualificati (Italy)
- Global FAP (Spain)
- JP Automatic Transmissions (United Kingdom)
- Kardes Elektrik (Turkey)
- Knaub (Germany)
- Munich University of Applied Sciences (Germany)
- Trier University (Germany)
- VEGE Moteurs (Tunisia)

Thank you for making the voice of remanufacturing stronger!
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News
NEWS UPDATE IN BRIEF
■ Highlighted Remanufacturing at Automechanika Frankfurt
Automechanika Frankfurt takes place 13-17 September 2022.
Reman-related exhibitors can apply for the Special Interest Remanufacturing.
Through APRA Europe’s cooperation with Automechanika, we have initiated the
“Remanufacturing Competence” as one of several Special Interests. It is a tag that
highlights remanufacturers and related businesses in the catalogues, exhibitor
search, visitor brochure as well as website and app.
In order to get listed under this Special Interest, exhibitors need to declare their
participation here: www.automechanika-specialinterest.com

■ Engine Remanufacturing Working Group meeting at Automechanika
The Engine Remanufacturing Working Group of APRA Europe (former FIRM),
chaired by Clemens Ortgies, postponed its meeting to September, since
Rematec was cancelled and a physical meeting is still the preferred option. We
are going to send out a poll in order to find the best suitable date for all Working
Group members.
Read more on Page 6.
Automechanika Frankfurt takes place 13-17 September 2022.
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Value Proposition
THE VOICE OF REMANUFACTURING SINCE 1941

APRA PROMOTES AND DEFENDS
THE REMANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
■ Communicates benefits of remanufactured products
■ Promotes publicly the remanufacturing industry
■ Protects remanufacturers and the public from misleading information
■ Influences actively law giving institutions and other politicians
■ Shapes a predictable business environment for remanufacturing

APRA PROVIDES
GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT
■ Explains and informs on complex legal aspects of remanufacturing
■ Provides access to network of remanufacturing professionals
■ Provides advice to remanufacturers
■ Informs about trends and business opportunities
■ Assesses and communicates latest technologies

APRA CONNECTS
THE REMANUFACTURING NETWORK
■ Organizes and supports remanufacturing specific events
■ Provides a communication platform
■ Connects remanufacturing experts worldwide

APRA IS THE ONLY GLOBAL ASSOCIATION
THAT REPRESENTS THE WHOLE AUTOMOTIVE
REMANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
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APRA Europe Expert Insights
The United Nations are expected to enforce pro-remanufacturing rules
By Peter Bartel, APRA Europe
APRA Europe provides valuable knowledge on manifold topics in order to share with our members, readers and
followers more insights from real experts in the field.

The transborder movement of hazardous waste and the distinction between
hazardous waste, non-hazardous waste and non-waste is defined on international
UN level at the so-called Basel Convention (BC). The guidelines, which are given by
BC, are being followed by 188 states (see map illustration of parties and nonparties). The United States (shown as white, non-party on map) have just recently
announced to participate.

Peter Bartel
Director of APRA Europe

Picture: Map of parties to the Basel Convention.

Continued on next page
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Since 2015, APRA is a registered observer at UNEP Basel Convention (UNEP - United Nations Environment
Programme) and accredited as the representative of the automotive industry.
This allows us to access freely all working groups, participate in discussions at the ongoing meetings and in the
major “Conferences of the Parties” [COPs], which is the main meeting of all delegations from the 188 states, NGOs
and industry associations.
Within the Basel Convention waste treatments are officially defined. They are divided into two categories:
1) operations for final disposal without any recovery and
2) operations for recovery.
Up to now, no waste recovery operation was defined for the transfer of waste into non-waste without shredding
or destroying the parts. At the last COP, EU-led working group recommended to introduce new operations for this
type of recovery in the international guidelines. Most important for the remanufacturing industry, mainly for the
core suppliers, will be “R14) Preparation for re-use (e.g. checking, cleaning, repair, remanufacturing)” and “R16)
Repackaging prior to submission to any of the operations in Section B” as official waste recovery operations.
We can expect that this new understanding will be adopted by the Basel Convention in 2022, implemented into
national laws worldwide and enforced in practice, soon.
This huge success of the aligned efforts from many different industry associations paves the way for the
remanufacturing industry. It will provide the legal framework for shipping cores as non-waste, which accrue from
scrap yards and are intended to be remanufactured.
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Engine Corner
News from our engine reman network
As you all know from the APRA/FIRM newsletters and press release, the merger between FIRM and APRA Europe was
executed on 1st of January 2021. The e-newsletter of FIRM changed into the „Engine Corner“ inside the APRA Europe
Newsletter. The name and brand „FIRM“ was kept and established as a working group for engine remanufacturing. The
engine remanufacturing related news and issues are published in the „Engine Corner“.
We are living in unstable times (1). I must cancel the meeting of the engine reman
group during ReMaTec 2022 in June. Last week the complete trade event was cancelled
and rescheduled for 27-29 June 2023. Please get more information at: https://
www.rematec.com/press-releases/amsterdam/Rematec-Amsterdam-to-take-placein-2023/
Therefore, the engine reman group must reschedule the meeting which was planned
during the ReMaTec as well. My proposal is to follow APRA Europe and concentrate on
Automechanika 2022 which will take place from 13 to 17 September 2022 in Frankfurt/
Main, Germany. I hope that we can motivate our members (and new ones as well!) to
come over for a physical meeting in Frankfurt. The possibility to join virtually is Clemens Ortgies
Board Member of APRA Europe,
planned. To facilitate the planning, our Secretary Dr. Michael Haumann will send out a representing FIRM
link for the planning in which everyone can indicate his preferences and available
meeting time and day.
We are living in unstable times (2). Unfortunately, the past weeks and months have shown this once again. After
the COVID pandemic, the situation in the Ukraine worries the world and ended an era of peace in Europe. Things
that were expected to remain changed from one day to another. The war in Europe has also drastic implications
on the world's economy. High volatility on spot markets, imminent supply chain risks and an uncertain future
preoccupy companies – but, this can also be an opportunity, like Rob Hull described in “Thisismoney.co.uk” on 03
May 2022:
“Ivor Searle, the British engine remanufacturer, has enjoyed its best-ever year for unit sales in its 76-year history on
the back of record demand for rebuilt powerplants. It says that rebuilt engines can be part of the circular economy
- lowering costs and environmental impact while reusing existing parts where possible - and demand is being led
by vans and diesel cars. Surging demand for remanufactured engines: British business that rebuilds petrol and
diesel powerplants has recorded best-ever annual sales, primarily due to pandemic-related factors. It says it has
experienced a boom in demand caused by 'macro-economic factors' brought on by the pandemic. Businesses
have increased their delivery and courier services, adding extra pressure on existing - and ageing - fleets of
commercial vehicles. This has seen a huge spike in orders for diesel engines for vans. It has also received record
orders for remanufactured car engines, mostly due to the ongoing lack of availability of new models brought on
by the global semiconductor supply shortage. This limited car production for the last two years, with major auto
makers continuing to struggle to get their hands vast reserves of computer chips.
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This has resulted in long lead times for new cars - in some cases customers being told to wait up to 12 months on
orders - and seen many drivers keeping hold of their existing cars for longer. And there could be another factor
that triggers consumer interest in rebuilt engines in the not-too-distant future. With the ban on sales of new petrol
and diesel cars due to be introduced at the end of the decade, those who don't want to own an electric vehicle will
need to consider alternative solutions if they want to keep driving combustion-engine cars. Various reports have
predicted that motorists reluctant to drive battery-powered vehicles will be looking to keep the motors they
already own for longer or look to replace them with the final run of petrol and diesel vehicles entering the market
as the 2030 deadline approaches. Coupled with this has been the impact of the semiconductor crisis, that’s forcing
car owners, online delivery firms, tradespeople, and van fleets to run vehicles longer, due to lengthening new
build lead times, as well as increased pricing and supply chain issues for other components. Remanufacturing of
engines is part of a 'circular economy' that's often overlooked due to most drivers replacing their cars rather than
refitting them with refreshed components.
The automotive parts remanufacturing market in Europe is valued at around €10billion and expected to reach
€20billion by the end of 2024, as diesel vehicles constitute the highest proportion of cars and vans across Europe,
the business says. According to a recent report, Europe’s vehicle parts remanufacturing market is forecast to grow
by up to 10 per cent annually. By the end of 2024, the number of remanufactured products will surpass 56 million
units per year.”
Please have a look at the full version at source: https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/cars/article-10763639/
amp/Is-rebuilding-engine-better-alternative-buying-new-car.html
Signed Clemens Ortgies, 06.05.2022
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Meet our Directors
In this edition: Marcello Colledani
This series gives you the opportunity to get familiar with our Board of Directors. One out of ten Directors will be
presented in each edition of the APRA Europe News.

Marcello Colledani
Position inside APRA:

APRA Europe Director

Position outside APRA: Associate Professor at Politecnico di Milano
Age:

44

Nationality:

Italian

Career:

2004-2007 PhD in Manufacturing Technologies and
Systems
2007-2013 Assistant Professor in the Mechanical Engineering Department at
Politecnico di Milano
2008-2009 Visiting professor at the Laboratory for Manufacturing and Productivity
LMP of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology MIT
2013present

Associate Professor in the Mechanical Engineering Department at
Politecnico di Milano

Why are you engaged in APRA Europe?
Gather insights on the evolving technical and business needs of the automotive remanufacturing industry.
Provide technical support to the sector to effectively and efficiently address the emerging needs in the
fundamental transformation to the e-mobility and to the uptake of digital and smart remanufacturing
technologies and solutions.

Continued on next page
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How did you find your way into the remanufacturing branch?
At the beginning of my career the focus of my research was the development of analytical methods for the
performance evaluation and reconfiguration of production systems. During my PhD, I focused on a
manufacturing system-level approach for Zero-Defect Manufacturing, jointly considering quality, production
logistics and maintenance performance measures. While visiting the MIT I started working on de- and
remanufacturing process-chains. Back to Italy, I designed and built a pilot research facility for the remanufacturing
of mechatronic components and the recycling of electronic parts in the automotive industry. In 2018, I launched
and established the CIRC-eV “Circular Factory for the Electrified Vehicles of the Future” inter-departmental
laboratory, developing, validating and demonstrating solutions to recover components and materials from high
added-value E-mobility parts. Along this path, I have always been fascinated by the complexity of
remanufacturing operations, where the variability of the conditions of post-use parts needs to be reduced and
smoothed in order to obtain in specification and warranted output remanufactured parts to be sold to the market.
I find the knowledge-intensive processes applied in this sector extremely interesting from the viewpoint of the
flexibility and adaptability they require.

What is your current professional activity and position in remanufacturing?
Since 2016, I’m teaching a course on remanufacturing to the students of the Master of Science in Management
Engineering at Politecnico di Milano. In this course, the remanufacturing business case and key processes are
presented. I’m currently leading the scientific and industry-oriented activities of the CIRC-eV laboratory. Moreover,
I was the coordinator of the FIberEUse H2020 project and I’m currently the coordinator of the DigiPrime project,
developing “Digital Platform for Circular Economy in Cross-Sectorial sustainable value networks”.
Which one is your most favorite activity in your free time?
Playing electric and acoustic guitar. Going to (rock) concerts, museums, and art exhibitions. Playing tennis and
football.
Which are your top three books that you would recommend to others?
•
Nick Hornby, High Fidelity.
•

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby.

•

Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman.

What is your personal wish for the remanufacturing industry?
To grow steadily and to contribute to the sustainable evolution of the e-mobility sector and the development of
a circular, low carbon, economy in Europe and worldwide.
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Study
APRA EUROPE AUTOMOTIVE REMANUFACTURING BUSINESS CLIMATE
(ARBC) Q1/2022
A recurring survey by APRA Europe
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Upcoming Events
More information on www.apraeurope.org
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Join us
MAKE THE VOICE OF REMANUFACTURING GREAT!

APRA PROMOTES AND DEFENDS
THE REMANUFACTURING INDUSTRY

APRA PROVIDES
GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT

APRA CONNECTS
THE REMANUFACTURING NETWORK

LEARN MORE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
AND BECOME A MEMBER:
INFO@APRAEUROPE.ORG
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